
 

Témoigner pour agir 

An art exhibition on 

testimonial cultures  

 

Call for projects and works of art 

Submission deadline: October 1st, 2016 

 

 

The exhibition Témoigner pour agir wishes to feature communities that use public testimonial as a social and 

cultural intervention strategy - those who identify as gay, lesbian bisexual, trans and intersex people, people 

living with HIV, or those with sex work experience. Organized by the research group Testimonial Cultures, 

UQÀM, the exhibition will be presented at the Maison de la culture Frontenac, in Montreal, from the 29th of 

November, 2017, to the 21st of January, 2018. 

 

Testimonial Cultures invites artists to submit projects and works that explore the use of public testimonial, 

sexualities, activism and the media, and that ALSO expresses a desire to undo prejudices and stigma or sharing 

of overlooked realities as a way to claim rights. Although the concept of testimonial generally refers to first-

person narratives, there is no universally-accepted definition and testimonials can be thought about in a variety 

of ways. Moreover, public testimonials are personal declarations that often link to experiences shared more 

broadly within a community, past or present. 

 

 

Our Organization 

Testimonial Cultures is an action research and knowledge mobilization project. From this perspective, 

identifying problems is not enough. It is also vital to address these problems with community stakeholders. To 

this end, the research group includes both academic researchers (college and university) as well as community 

researchers (Centre for Gender Advocacy, Coalition des organismes communautaires québécois de lutte contre 

le sida [COCQ-SIDA], Groupe de recherche et d’intervention sociale de Montréal [GRIS-Montréal] et Stella, 

l'amie de Maimie. 

Individuals and organizations gathered in this team share their ideas and fields of expertise to better understand 

how the use of the testimonial can drive social change moving toward greater inclusion of diverse sexual 

communities in Québec. 

 

"Through the strength of testimonials, our experiences, our 

expertise, our differences, our voices change the world." 

 



 

Exhibition Objectives 

The exhibition aims to allow a dialogue to take place in the public space, to promote empowerment, meaningful 

participation and social justice. This exhibition is also a unique opportunity to activate this dialogue in a public 

and multidisciplinary gallery, whose primary mission is the accessibility to culture for all. Moreover, the research 

team considers that the exhibition can sensitize the general public to the plurality of our experiences and 

stories, individual and collective, both in terms of form and content. The exhibition is an opportunity to establish 

an ethical discourse highlighting the aesthetic, historical and political, issues and challenges that arise when we 

deliver a testmonial about sex, gender, work and HIV-status. Ultimately, the exhibition Témoigner pour agir will 

be a focal point to pool together the expertise from professional and non-professional artists, academics and 

community-based organisations around this theme. 

Therefore, this exhibition will feature artists who identify themselves either as belonging to a sexual or gender 

minority, or those who live with HIV, or who have experience in sex work, as well as artworks by artists who 

identify themselves as loved ones or allies of these communities. 

 

 

Submissions 

Submission deadline: October 1st, 2016 

 

To be considered, submissions must include the following: 

 

 CV and bio  

 Description of the proposed work 

 Artist statement that explains how your proposal suits the theme of the exhibition 

 8 examples of previous works 

 Description of technical needs (if any) 

 Send all required information in 1 PDF file (maximum 1.5 MB) to: exposition@culturesdutemoignage.ca 

The privacy of your personal information will be strictly respected. If you have questions about your 

participation in this project, please visit our website www.culturesdutemoignage.ca or contact Jamie Wilson 

Goodyear at exposition@culturesdutemoignage.ca 
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